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MMRF CHARITY GOLF OUTING

EVENT STATS

The 12th Annual Alexander R. Rich charity golf 
outing was held on August 6th at the Lebanon 
Country Club. The event proved to be a great 
success, raising awareness and funds to benefit the 
Multiple Myeloma Research Foundation on behalf 
of Alexander R. Rich as well as the Sexual Assault 
Resource & Counseling Center in Lebanon, PA.

To kick it all off, attendees enjoyed a night of stand-
up comedy the evening before the tournament. 
The next day, participants played a full day of golf 
followed by a special awards dinner hosted by the 
Rich family.

A little background on the event: Kevin Hurd and his 
friend Geoff Rich created this golf tournament in 
2004 in honor of Geoff’s father, Alexander. TekSolv 
has been a proud sponsor of this event since its 
inception in 2004. Over the past 12 years the event 
has flourished and has raised over
$325,000 for the MMRF. 

Thank you to all who supported
this event and to those who came
out to play!

1. Jason Reed channeling his inner Jordan Speith

2. Left to Right: Dominick Tucci, Steve Smith, Milton  
 Seeney, and Charlie Allen2.

1.

$40K

144 PARTICIPANTS
RAISED   FOR 
MMRF

RAISED   FOR 
SARCC

$10K
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AGMSC CONFERENCE

TEKSOLV’S FIRST SAFETY TRAINING VIDEO

RESCUE UPDATES

INC. 5000

Earlier this month Matt Moore 
attended the 75th Annual 
Appalachian Gas Measurement 
Short Course (AGMSC) 
conference to show some 
TekSolv love and support to our 
partners at Wonderware. This 
week-long event was held at 
Robert Morris University and 
hosted over 1,600 attendees 
with 245 exhibitors. A main 
focus of the conference was 

training courses offered to 
attendees that included over 
90 lecture classes and 100 
sessions of hands-on classes. 
Since the organization’s goal 
is to provide various types 
of high quality training at 
low cost to those involved 
in measurement, regulation, 
and control of natural gas, the 
courses focused on all aspects 
of the natural gas industry.

The first-ever TekSolv safety training video is complete. Our Safety Consulting department put 
together a 28 minute video for the Phillips Safety Orientation Program and Phillips has begun 
distributing it to their many locations. Please contact Beth Hertzler for more information. 

Honeywell is doing a couple of projects at the Honeywell Frankford 
Facility, and staffing has been at a premium. In addition to normal daily 
activities, we’re averaging 10-12 technicians working days and 8-10 
technicians working nights to cover a boiler replacement project and 
additional piping work.

Safety and rescue are also working on a joint venture at Johnson 
Matthey. The project involves running a drill for their employees to 
support their local pharmaceutical operations.

We are excited to announce that TekSolv has 
placed on the Inc 5000 Fastest-Growing Private 
Companies in America list for the third year 
in a row. This year we placed #1993 overall 
and #9 in the top Delaware companies. Each 
employee played a part in making this happen, 
and this growth would not be possible if it were 
not for everyone’s hard work, dedication, and 
commitment to the TekSolv team on a daily basis. 
Congratulations and thanks to all!
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HARRISBURG’S NEW LOCATION

CONGRATULATIONS!

ABC FISHING TOURNAMENT
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The Harrisburg team will be officially settling into their new office on Friday, September 11th. Please 
make note that their new address will be 5320 Jaycee Ave Harrisburg, PA 17112.

The Associated Builders 
and Contractors 
(ABC) hosted a fishing 
tournament on Thursday, 
August 20th in Lewes, 
DE. Aaron Kissinger 
represented TekSolv well 
through his participation 
in the tournament. 

Congratulations to Heather 
Takayama on her recent 
graduation. Heather finished 
her last semester strong 
and earned her degree in 
Behavioral Science from 
Wilmington University with a 
4.0 GPA. Next, she plans on 
tackling her Master’s degree 
in Industrial Organizational 
Psychology. We’re proud of 
you Heather!

Beth Hertzler welcomed 
grandchild #5 on August 7, 
2015. Isabelle Leigh was born 
on August 7th and weighed 8 
lbs 10oz. Congratulations to 
you and your family Beth!

Congratulations to Steve 
Vonnahmen and his wife on 
the birth of their twins, Kinslee 
and Wyatt! They were born 
on the morning of August 
10th just three minutes apart. 
Kinslee was 6 lbs 6 oz and 19 
inches long and Wyatt was 5 
lbs 8 oz and 18.5 inches long.
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OUR FIRST RETIREE

BLOOD DRIVE CHALLENGE

Congratulations to Herb Netsch, 
the first person to retire from 
TekSolv! This year marked 
50 years of career work for 
Herb, and his retirement is well 
deserved. A party was held 
for him in mid-August at the 
Delaware City Fire Hall where 
family, friends, and coworkers 
came out to celebrate and show 
their appreciation. Herb shared 
a few stories about his career 
and his life while offering
words of wisdom gained from 

his experience throughout the 
years. If you would like to send 
him a note of congratulations, 
please email him at
hnetsch@teksolv.com.

Thank you to all who have donated 
blood in the Blood Bank of Delmarva 
Summer Blood Challenge! TekSolv is 
currently in 4th place for total donation 
points and 3rd place for participation 
percentage. The challenge runs until 
September 26th, so register today 
to donate one last time before the 
challenge is up.
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What is your position title and a short 
description of what you do on a day-to-day 
basis? 
Field Tech is my title and on a daily basis I go 
out and calibrate our gas detection equipment, 
depending on which site is due for it on that day. 
I also rig up and rig down trailers on completion 
sites as well as assist our PCTs with the solar 
skids whenever they need another guy.

How long have you worked for TekSolv?
8 months.

What has been your proudest moment working 
at TekSolv so far?
Not necessarily one specific moment but I truly 
enjoy our work when we can rig up and maintain 
a customer’s site perfectly and the company 
man actually thanks us for being there.

What do you enjoy most about your job and 
about working for TekSolv?
I enjoy the hours we work and getting to know 
the guys on the teams here in Carrollton. We 
have a really good group of people working here.

What was your previous work/education 
background? 
I graduated from Carrollton High School in 
2008 and did a year in college at Muskingum 
University and played football. I worked 
landscaping at Lake Mohawk for two years and 
also in a steel mill for three years pouring steel, 
brass, and aluminum. Also, before coming to 
TekSolv I did one year in the sheet metal union. 
During my off weeks, I pave asphalt for my 
grandfather. 

If you could travel anywhere in the world right 
now, where would you go and why?
Florida because who doesn’t want to go to 
Florida.

What are your hobbies and how do you like to 
spend your free time?
I like to play sports. Football, softball, and 
basketball. I like to shoot archery and deer hunt 
as well as fish. I have been playing drums for 
most of my life and have played in a couple 
bands so music is on 24/7 with me.

What would you like others to know about you in 
order for them to get to know you better?
I am recently engaged and will be getting 
married in May of next year. I am easy to get 
along with and I like to just show up to work, do 
my job and do it right.

What is your favorite food?
Pizza.

What is one thing you couldn’t live without?
Music. 

What is your favorite quote or saying?
“It will feel better when it stops hurting.” My 
grandfather always says this when something 
stupid happens like stubbing your toe.

What song would you choose to be the 
soundtrack of your life?
“Welcome to the Jungle”

CONTINUED >

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT
Michael Tekip, Ohio
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BLOOM ENERGY
by Charles McDaniel

Ken Manley & Charles McDaniel recently took a trip to Bloom Energy in California for a current 
project they’re working on. Here’s a recap of their trip:

“We visited Bloom Energy for three days to discuss means and methods to keep their fuel cell 
installations on track and under budget through the use of custom built analytic tools. Our host 
Sara Mulhauser took us on a tour of the facility and shared insights. The people at Bloom are 
professionals of the highest caliber and we look forward to our continued relationship with them. 
While there we shared an evening with a Stanford Professor debating the merits of modern 
globalization with respect to the American Worker. We also visited San Francisco and saw some of 
the more popular landmarks including Alcatraz Island and the Bay Bridge.
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What is one thing on your bucket list that you 
dream of doing?
Not sure if it will ever happen but honestly I 
would like to own some land one day and have a 
few draft horses to take care of.

If you could have lunch with any famous person 
who would you choose and why?
Neil Peart the drummer for Rush because he is a 
huge idol of mine and I wish I could come close 
to playing music as well as he does.

What piece of advice would you give to someone 
working in this industry?
It is easy to be complacent sometimes but 
regardless of how many times you do something 
always treat every situation in our field seriously.

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT, CONT.

ENGINEERING PROJECT UPDATES



SEPTEMBER 2015 marketing@teksolv.com

NRG- LUMBERTON
by Jen Boutin

Steve Deater got a call based on our past relationship with NRG in order to supply environmental 
services to a new power generation plant that was being brought back online in Lumberton, North 
Carolina. The original scope of the project was to review the facility’s environmental permits (Title 
V Air Permit, Wastewater NPDES permit, Stormwater NPDES permit), to identify permit required 
actions (initial start-up tasks and on-going compliance), develop a workbook with these identified 
compliance actions, and assist with the upload of this workbook into NRG’s independent task 
management system (Intelex). In order to complete this project, TekSolv hired a part time senior 
environmental professional, Jim Sadowski, who worked with NRG for many years.

While on site it was clear that this facility needed more assistance than TekSolv could provide. 
The facility needed a complete review of environmental risks/hazards present on site. TekSolv 
conducted an Environmental Risk Analysis: a collaborative on site review with the numerous facility 
department managers to identify and discuss potential environmental problems as well as assign 
a risk level to each problem. Finally, TekSolv facilitated a facility wide management discussion to 
develop solutions and ways to mitigate the environmental risks. Concurrent to conducting this 
ERA, TekSolv also conducted a Safety Risk Analysis to identify safety hazards/risks. The SRA was 
developed in a similar manner with interdepartmental input, assigning risk levels, and developing 
solutions.

The ERA as well as the permit review identified that the facility did not have current stormwater 
management plans or a program to protect stormwater runoff - both a permit violation and a 
huge risk for the facility. Next week, TekSolv is returning to Lumberton for a 4th time to develop 
stormwater management plans as well as label and identify all of the facility’s stormwater, facility, 
and equipment drains. This project will involve Gernot from the engineering department and will 
hopefully lead to TekSolv providing quality engineering solutions for the Lumberton facility.

The SRA identified the need to perform a noise monitoring/hearing conservation program and an 
emergency preparedness survey. The EPS will look at emergency egress paths, fire extinguisher 
locations/signage, emergency exit signs, emergency lighting, etc. This project will get the safety 
team involved with this facility and will hopefully lead to more opportunities for training, safety 
audits and safety program development which is needed by the facility.

While I was down at the facility on a previous visit there was an opportunity for TekSolv to bid 
on rescue and occ health services. Although we did not end up getting this job, it was a good 
opportunity for Chris Broadwater to start a conversation with the facility and may lead to more work 
in the future.  

The decision to bring Jim Sadowski on the team had been very beneficial to TekSolv as both an 
environmental expert and an expert on NRG policies. Our team is looking forward to continued work 
on this project. 
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ENGINEERING PROJECT UPDATES, CONT.
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The new school year is just around the corner. We 
should all take a look at one of the most useful tools 
that students use, and no— I do not mean a #2 pencil.  
Backpacks are a useful tool, but can also be a hazard 
that may cause injury to your child. Overloaded 
backpacks can lead to shoulder or back pain and 
even cause poor posture. The American Chiropractic 
Association (ACA) has recommended that a child’s 
backpack weigh less than ten (10) percent of their 
weight.

The ACA offers the following checklist to help parents 
select the best possible backpack for their children:
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TAKE A LOAD OFF, ANNIE
Safety Article by Erik Bish, CSP

Is the backpack the correct size 
for your child? 
The backpack should never be 
wider or longer than your child’s 
torso, and it should not hang 
more than 4 inches below the 
waistline. A backpack that hangs 
too low increases the weight on 
the shoulders, causing your child 
to lean forward when walking.

Does the backpack have two 
wide, padded shoulder straps?  
Non-padded straps are not only 
uncomfortable, but also they can 
place unnecessary pressure on 
the neck and shoulder muscles.

Does your child use both straps? 
Lugging a heavy backpack 
by one strap can cause a 
disproportionate shift of weight 
to one side, leading to neck and 
muscle spasms, low-back pain, 
and poor posture.

Are the shoulder straps 
adjustable? 
The shoulder straps should be 
adjustable so that the backpack 
can be fitted to your child’s body. 
The backpack should be evenly 
centered in the middle of your 
child’s back.

Does the backpack have a 
padded back?  
A padded back not only 
provides increased comfort, but 
also protects your child from 
being poked by sharp edges 
on school supplies (pencils, 
rulers, notebooks, etc.) inside 
the pack.

Does the pack have several 
compartments?  
A backpack with individualized 
compartments helps position 
the contents effectively. Make 
sure that pointy or bulky 
objects are packed away from 
the area that will rest on your 
child’s back, and try to place 
the heaviest items closest to 
the body.

Many of us know how debilitating a back injury can be, so follow the ACA guidelines with your 
children or grandchildren to ensure a safe new school year.
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We are continuing to fully implement new owner clients into the American Allied Safety Council 
(AASC):

Dynegy Baldwin Power Plant: 
-  We recently completed their Site Orientation CBT, and will be going live in September prior to the 
    start of the fall outage.
-  We will be providing them with safety staffing during the outage.
-  They will be using our facilities for the outage kickoff safety meeting, which is a great opportunity 
    to get people through the doors to showcase our services.

US Steel Granite City Works:
- We are finishing up their Site Orientation.
- We started doing their Gas Awareness Training and will go live with the Site Orientation training 
   and PreCert requirement on September 1st.
- We met with them to discuss offering courses at all of their facilities across the country.
- We recently presented at the US Steel contractor safety meeting to roll out our new training 
   programs and discuss our services.

Several other new contractor orientation programs are rolling out as well.  Every day more and 
more contractors are seeing the benefits of the services TekSolv and the AASC have to offer. From 
contractor orientations, to fully onboarding new hires, we are saving contractors valuable time and 
money in getting employees trained and ready to hit the tools.

NEW CLIENTS FOR AASC

Q: What are management’s plans on nationwide growth and expansion to be the national 
leader and go-to company in the industry?
 
A: As a management team we are always looking for growth opportunities for TekSolv; 
specifically, strategic acquisitions and expansion into new regions are crucial to our 
national growth efforts.  Another way we can foster growth is through individual account 
expansion, in order to ensure that we are at the forefront of the minds of our customers 
and potential customers. Since we offer such a wide array of products and services, 
some may not know all that we can do for them— which is where communication and 
teamwork come into play. As we care for our customers, we need to anticipate their 
needs and let them know that TekSolv is their one stop shop and is ready to support them 
in all facets of their business.

The TekSolv team is a strong unit, and our management group is confident in the team’s 
efforts to work towards these goals on a daily basis. Growth and expansion don’t happen 
overnight, but as we play to each other’s strengths and support one another through hard 
work and collaboration, we are growing and diversifying our company each day.
-John Mouser

PRESIDENT’S CORNER
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS

TURN AROUND

DELAWARE
• Michael Allison
• Daniel Connor
• Bob Costango
• Kasey Cusatis
• Andrea DeMaio
• Michael Gaffney

• Michael Hendrickson
• Jonathan Loller
• Robert Newnam
• Mark Schultz
• Steve Tereszcuk
• Joseph Wunder

PENNSYLVANIA
• George O’Hara
• Robert Parada

ILLINOIS
• William Blechinger
• Jonathan Harker

SEPTEMBER WORK ANNIVERSARIES

AUGUST NEW HIRES

DELAWARE
• Jennifer Boutin (1 year)
• Chris Broadwater (2 years)
• Benjamin Cove (2 years)
• Jasmine Fuentes (2 years)
• Linda Holveck (2 years)
• Aaron Kissinger (2 years)
• Luis Perez (2 years)
• Mark Schultz (10 years)
• Nicholas Spross (2 years)
• Ronald Wilkosz (1 year)
• Joseph Wunder (1 year)

ILLINOIS
• John Canavan (1 year)
• Zachary Maggio (1 year)
• Ricky Reams (1 year)

OHIO
• Ryan Beadnell (2 years)
• Travis Burick (2 years)

PENNSYLVANIA
• Jennifer Defazio (5 years)
• John Neville (2 years)
• Robert Parada (2 years)
• Jason Reed (2 years)
• Steve Schriver (2 years)
• Steve Smith (2 years)
• Dominick Tucci (2 years)

DELAWARE
• Brittney Bielert
• Kasey Cusatis
• David McCoy
• Christopher Shay
• Shannon Solimeo
• Ronald Tepner
• Walter Dority

ILLINOIS
• Christy Buchanan
• Stephanie Phillips

Let’s give a warm TekSolv welcome to the following new hires:

Delaware
The turnaround at Delaware City Refinery was 
scheduled for October 5th, but due to unforeseen 
circumstances the date was moved up. The 
Delaware office saw an influx of people starting 
Monday August 24th, and will continue to stay 
busy during this season.

Illinois
We are entering our busiest time of the year over 
the next few weeks with multiple fall outages 
at the refinery and power plants. We have a 
great team here in the Midwest and are looking 
forward to the challenge. We would also like to 
stress how much everyone here in the Illinois 
office appreciates the tremendous support 
we get from the Corporate team and the other 
TekSolv departments and offices. We couldn’t be 
successful here without your support.
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Congratulations to the 
Good Catch Near Miss 
winners for August! Thanks 
for keeping safety a priority.
 Bob Jenkins (OH)
 Truman England (WV)

Shoutout to Joe Davis, 
Michael DiEmidio, and 
Jerzy Wlock for good 
catches on hazards that 
could have easily escalated 
without their intervention. 
Keep it up!

Thank you to Heather 
Takayama for coordinating 
and organizing Herb 
Netsch’s retirement party! 
He had a great evening and 
it was a special time for 
everyone to celebrate his 
hard work and countless 
contributions.

Shoutout to Ricky Reams 
and Kevin Wenger for 
coordinating the efforts for 
the bulk of our fall outage 
staffing positions. Great 
job!

Huge thanks to Steve 
Smith, Travis Burick, 
and Jeff Elliott for their 
commitment and patience 
in dealing with a satellite 
issue last week. Hughes 
pushed a frequency change 
to the satellite modems 
which wiped out our special 
configuration. This caused 
all of our connections to 
go dark from the skids 
in the field to the server, 
which is a big issue since 
we send alerts from the 
server to these sites. 
Thankfully Steve, Travis, 

and Jeff wasted no time 
in figuring out the problem 
and communicating with 
Hughes to have them fix it.

Shoutout to Scott Ralph for 
leading the pack in blood 
donations! Scott has been a 
dedicated donor and given 
platelets multiple times 
throughout the summer 
blood challenge and has 
been donating platelets 
for over 30 years. This 
past spring he received 
recognition from the 
Blood Bank of Delmarva 
for completing his 50th 
pheresis donation and for 
donating over 20 gallons of 
blood.  Keep it up Scott! 

KUDOS CORNER

If you have any 
feedback or would like 

to contribute to the 
TekGazette,  please 

contact Marketing at 
marketing@tesolv.com

SEPT
20TH DELAWARE MUD RUN [DE]

SEPT
15TH

SEPT
11TH

SEPT
9TH

SEPT
7TH

 SIEMENS OIL & GAS CONFERENCE [PA]
Matt Moore presenting on HydroWatch

PATRIOT DAY/ HARRISBURG OFFICE MOVES

CONFINED SPACE CONSTRUCTION SEMINAR [DE]

LABOR DAY

UPCOMING EVENTS


